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s farrenching affort to offset the
4 of forelgn steamship lines
sver American the Shipping Board is
now co-operating with representatives
of the leading shipbullding companies
in wotking out & practicsbls and profit-
sbls plan under which hundreds of
sovernment-owned

steamers may
surchased and converted Into more eco- |
aomieal metorships without prohibi-
tive gost
The board has the doubls purpese of
Iisposing of ita fleet and at the wame |
tims enabling American eompanies to |
vequire vessels which they can eperate
n eompetition with forelgners
There sre approximstely 600 vessely |
‘n the government flset which are con-
sidared sultable for the experiment
(Y inelude the 400 mow In operation
and about 200 more of the beat iype
wnd eenstruction. The remaining 700
ar 800 stee] ships are disregarded for
s moment.
J‘ﬁ-’u: which ia #ti1] In the Initial
. includes two feataren: (1) re-
in the eost of converslen from
iteapn o ioternal ecombustion engines,
45"”- will not be saddled with
eapital charges; (£) reducs
the sales rﬂeo of steamers b
he board, so thaf the total cost wi
«ave the ewners {n s pesition to com-
yote on an equal basis.
" Bemson Originates Plan
W. 8. Benason, Shlfypiu
‘qard sommissioner In charge of con-
suction matiers, has alrendy held
cvaral eonfersnces with shipbuilding
Mecials In which steps have been tuken

By David S. Kennedy

| with the rézult that the eost of manu-

—

slon purposes at the nominal price of |
§6 to $10 a ton. Even this is not suff-
clent to sccomplish the purpose, so the
bonrd has started upon the next step
of reducing the cost of Installing
Diesels.

A staff of technical experts in now
making & thorough study of the varl-
oun types of ships ranging in size from

be | 5,000 to 9,600 deadweight tons, taking

into consideration propellers, shafts,
designs  nnd  other characteristice
Standard plans will be drawn up cov-

| ering ibe conversion of each type to

the different kinds of internal com-
bustion engines, These will be made
available to all Ameriean ahip cwners,
saving the heavy initial cost of having
the work undertaken Individually hz
naval architecta At present each |
archiiect makes separate specifications,

factaring machinery s greatly in-
ereased. 1t in the belief of the beard
that scandard designa will enable
great decrense in the cost of making
equipment on A quantity basls
Manufscturers to Ald

When the Shipping Board experts
havs completed thair task the Informs-
tlor will ba Iaid before shipbuilding
officlals and marine equipment manu-
facturers, who will determine the most
practicable forms. This study will be
directed along two linee—first, for con-
version from steam to internal eombus-
tion engines only, and, second, includ-
ing eleetrie auxiliary machinery alxo.
Conversion costa will be figured to the
last detall and ahip owners will have
saveral standard specifications from
which to choose,

1t in probable that in this task the
Shipping Board committee will co
operate with the committee on stand- |

% put the plan in motion, Invitations
Gxe been sent ta the lending concerns
¢ appoint representuiives to meet
iy next year in Philadelphis. Al

& sesslon technical experts for the
anrd will submit dats which they have

thared
‘The Shipping Board announced some
me ago that ft wonld sell its best
pamers, which are now being held at
N a desdwelight ton, ot lowar priees
*'the purchasers would sgree to con-
#rt them to Diesel engines. Very few
/mpanies have taken advantage of |
Siw offer for the simple reason that|
w cost of Installing internal combus-
en engines involves a capital outlay
pleh would mean more in fixed |
isrges than the saving In fuel and
ierating eosts. |
$5 a Ton for Ships |

Tommander J. L. Ackerson, vice-pres-
Zmt of the Merchant Sh!})hu?{ﬂin&.‘l
grporation and resident of the At-|
otle Coast Shipboilders’ Associatlon, |
Mimated recently that the minimum |
st of converting the .-m-ernmpn°|
samers to motor vessals would be 8§30

ion, Louls R. Ford, manager of the

" anel neering 4 t of the
rrae b-#M and Repelr Company,
‘inks that (he minimuam would he

arer §40 & ton. At these figures the
cnomy of the Dlese! engine, which
qaires about one-third as much fue!
Fas the steam engine, would not be
. 7bugh to offset the extra charges for
t=rest, deprecistion and Inmurance.
It s understood that the Shipping
jard, If thin plan I» worked out satls.
etorlly, will sell steamers for conver-

ardization of marine materials and
squipment asppointed by Secretary |
Hoover, The committee would have
the added prestige of working under |
the general supervizsion of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and would have
quicker nccess to the work already |
neccomplished by the department in
other directions, |
Use of Loan Fund |
The plan has the hearty co-operation
of ship owners, builders and operators,
who ses In the mo ent an opper-
tunity to sail their vesscls under the
American flag on more equal terms
with their foreign competito nsl

rom-

from the yo! intangible benef
Ined in the ship subsidy bill,
The Shipping Board might face

pome criticism in Congreas for selling
ita ships at $5 to £10 & ton, hut co-.'.rl'l
of

point to the alternative relling |
them to foreigners or allowing them to
rot in American ports, The pian ofers

s menns of aiding the merchant marine
without & drain upon the public;
treasury,

One lisndieap st the moment i the |
fact that under the terma of the Jones
sct the board I not permitled ‘.-.ul
sdvance any part of the £125,000,000 ]
construction loan fund for the con-
veraipn of ehips to more economical |
types of motive power 1t can ir-:_\dl
money only for new construction. The
ponding subsidy bill containe s sec-
tlon correcting this oversight. If by
chanes this measure should be de-|
feated, it s understood the board wl]‘.l
offer n separnte bill for the purpose. |

{1.S.Commissioner of Navigation:

\sks Changes in

Important Laws

flacommaendations for laglslation re-
tng navigation lswa sre contalned
¢ the annual report of the Commis-
+laner of Navigation, David B. Carson.
ia pointed out by Mr. Carwon that st
rguent the United States has no load-
ne law, “s conditlon not In keeping
with our sspirations to become a
aritime natlon.” A loadline bill was
,aaned unanimously by the House of
‘epresentatives in October, 1018, and
as reported favorably the same
rsonth to the Senate, but was recom-
iitted and stil] awsits action by the
rnate commitiee
“The Commissioner mlso points out
Sat the United States has no adequate
sws governing the equipment of
wotor vessels, which are now assum-
‘ag & much greater position in the
wrchant flocts of the world. When
An existing legislation was enncted
with regurds to motorships, thesa ves-
vl were small and wore operuted only
n inland waters. The requirement
sr Hieboats on motor veasels extends
¢ seagoing ships carrying passengers
rad every such veasel navigating any
f the northern or northwestern lakes
"o provision s made for the great
corge motor shipa now plying In tean
raeanie and long-distance comsting

1red
Codifying Under Way

“The navigation laws constitute »
distinet code and their codifying cone
solidation and elarifieation are having
careful consideration,” says Mr. Car-
son. “This has particular reference to
the documenting of vessels and the
regording of mertgages and bills of
sale, preferred liens, ete., laws affoct-
Ing seamen and the administrative
rervices”

The annual report contains a recom-
nigfidation for the centralizing of the
various government hoats operating in
New York Harbor. At present there is
scattered through the Treasury, War
and Commerce departments the admin-
istration of lawn having te de dircetly

the movement of the merchant
fleot and the safeguarding of lives.
This i» sald to involve n needlesy and
waeful duplication of effort

¢ Duplication in New York

ﬁ-ﬂnr[k a recont Investigation in
New York it was found that the Conast
Guard was operating six boats en-
zu the anchorage, boarding of ves-

M‘f to I»ne e!rz;n! :af:mlng the

on laws, e Supervisor of
m. acting under the Seereta

of War, was employing six vessels 3

- flar wlze in the enforcement of
 dumping regulations. The Publie
rvice was operating four

ar vessela In connection with the
ntine station at Rosebank, one
them being & fumigating verssl, The
copt of thest services was placed at
$870,000. In addition to this the Buresu
f Navigation %as stationed at New
‘u‘llf[ the greater part of the
8 small moterbost enforcing the
nevigation lnws.

Comminsloner Carson recommends
thess various functions should be
ane riment, which would
in conslderable scomomien
report declares that while the
has had conniderahle influence

proventing toe gruat crowds on pas-
pangar

£

gieth

capped because the law under which
they operate has no penalty clause,
Crowding Law Uselena
“Perhups no other of the tnvutl!’l-
tion laws has more directly to do with
safety to life than that restricting
the number of persons vessels may
earry,” the report declares. ider nn
nmendment to the law, however, Con
gress of February 14, 1817, defined
|lhu overcrowding as a crime which

|'-¢t-ullalml. in order to mecurs con-
vietion, that intent to commit the of-

| fenee should be sstablished. The owner
cannol be prorecuted, as he ia not pres-
ent. The master escapes by isvuing
| general orders against the practices
. which he may or may not expect to
| be observed. The mate, purser or
L deckhand whe actually counts the pas-
songers coming on board is not sub-
{Ject to the law. Since the amendment
tof 1917 we have been unable to secure 4
|eonvietion. These conditions have been
brought to the attention of Congress,
and stepa have been taken to remody
lhl'.'h."

| With regard to the ship subsidy
polley, Commissioner Carton says that
“there has been 8o much said and writ-
| ten on thia subject that 1 have re-
frained from expressing my views fully,
I have for many years been an ardent
advoeate of ship subsidy, and since
my econnection with the Buareay of
Navigation am more thoroughly con-
vinced tham ever of it need, 1 believe
| it would be & reflection on the intel-
| ligenee of the Ameriean people should
Congress fail to pans the subsidy bill"”

 American Shipping to
Spanish Ports Declines

Only 168 American vessels of 723,800
gross tons cailed at Spanish po "
1821, making 394 calle, according to a
report from Vice-Consul H. A. Aoucher,
| of Bareslona. This was said to reflect
n decresse In United States ahipping
I netivities *in thst country. In 1020
i1 calls were made by 258 American
ships, of a total of 1,016,324 gross tona

ﬁpmi-h shipping shared in the gen
eral world depression in 1921, a large
proportion of the merchant fleet belng
tied up for extended periods or oper-
ating at a loss because of the difficulty
in securing sufficient eargo. In 1921

Spanish ships carried nearly 25 per
cent of the country's exports, which
compares very favorably with 1020,
when only 16 per cent was carried in
Spanish bottoms. On the other hand,
about 64 per cent of the imports came
in foreign bottoms In 1921, s com-
?;nr;d with less than 60 per cent in
A eV,

Ten Canadian Lake Ships
Ordered in British Yards

Reports from Liverpool state that a
new Canadian compan
ten wessels of about 2500 tonn each
{or serviee on the Creat Laker. Ordens
| are said te have been placed with ship
yards on the Tees, Clyde and else-
i where.
| The firm of Swan, Hunter & Wigham,
| Richardson on the Tyne, has declded
|Lo build three lake-type wvessels of
A0 tons each ms a specuistion. The
slready buildin

company s two

| standard applied at the d

has ordered |

medlum-size cargo carriars for {ts own |

ships, s eficers are Bandl- | account. ]mnanutc marine oficars,

@ Haro%

British Turn to|
Medium Vessels:
On Long Routes!

Huge Liners of Trans-Atlan-|
tie Type Are Held To Be
Impracticable for Serve
ice to the Dominions

|

Proem The Tribuns's Europecs Bureew

Copyright, 1932, New York Tribune Ine

LONDON, Dee. 24.—What the traw
eling publle wants are larger,
faster and more comfortable steamers
st a higher fare rather than amaller,
pglower and less comforighble vesselp at
s lower fure, nccording to the view
put forward by Sir Kenneth Anderson
at the annual meeting of the Orient
Steam Navigation Company, In which
he surveyed some of the problems
with whiekh steamship owners are
wrestling.

Regarding complaints made beth
here and In Australia alleging de-
flelaney in stenmehip services, he con-
tended that on long runs, such as thara
to Australin, veanels fitted out on the
sumptuous scale of the North Atlantie
liners are Imposnible, as advocstes of
50,000-ton, 26-knot ships for the
Aurtrallan trade have discovered, At
the same time he polnted oul that
two Orient linern of grester dimen.
slona than any hitherto employed on
the Australlan route are te be hullt
Orders for these liners are placed now
because prices are again in a reglon
that Is reasonable, he added.

The same question was taken up!
from s different sngle at the nnnmﬁ,
dinner glven by the Anchor Lino, when
J. Foster King, chief surveyor of the
British enrﬁnnt:‘n:, spoke of develop-
ments in the size, of ships. ile anid
that harbar authorities are asking what
are to be the biggeat ships of ths fu.
turse and naval architeets are aeking
ship owners what they will require
for the foture. In his view porta con-
trol the afze of ships snd hiy opinion
Ia that it {s necessury to sim at
standard draft of 85 feet, which ia the
uex Canal.
Improvements at the Port of Liver-

| pool were reviewed at the last meeting

of the current year of the Morney
Docky Harbor Board, at which it was
brought out that the most difcult
problem the board has to face in tha
maintenance at an adequate depth of
the channels of the Mersey estuary.
It in now declded on expert ndvice teo
commence training walls in the chan-
nel as soon a3 possible. Increased fa-
ellities provided during the year in-
cluded the connection of a landing|
stage for ocean passengers. Bummar-
izing the werk of the port for 1922,
Thomas Rome, chalrman, sald that
signn of improvement In the shipping
trade are shown in the larger number
of new applications for appropriale
berths, as well as by the fact that the |
number of vesseln lying up ut the docka |
bas oeen reduced considerably.
et St L

Sea Upheaval Reported

By Baltimore Skipper

BALTIMORE, Dee. 24— William |
Camplon, vice-president and general|
manager of the Garland Steamaship
Corporation, was In Baltimore last
waek to diteuss the inauguration of
the company’s line from this port t»
Loa Angeles, Ban Francisco, Portland |
and Beattle. |

Captaln Mumford of the steamer
Beatrics, in port frem Port Tampa, re-|
ported an unusual rzrrlnnce st sea, !
At 2 p. m. Thoreday, when the Bestrieo |
was in the vielnity of Cape Lookout,!
the temperature suddenly rose from 72
to' 100 degrees on deck.

Thermometers |
n the living apartments recorded A8
degresan, A ahort time later the ship|
ran into A eonfused sen, which was dis-
colored as if theres had beem a sub-|
marine disturbance in the vicinity.|

| The disturbance must have been vie-
lent, as the Beatrice was steaming|
through water twenty-twa fathoms|
deep. For some time the discoloration|
eontinued. At nightfall the tempera-
ture dropped suddenly to 60 degrees

The Shipping Board steamers Cush-
noe and hipnhunf' which have been
| lald up for more tha

| River,
Rutterfield and Menomines,

Captain Oma, of the steamship Sher. |
| man, from perts in Chile and Peru,
says hin -hlr was off the coast when
| an earthquake was reported to have
| done much damage Inst month., On No-
vember 10, about midnight, the Sher-:
man began to act queerly, in an un-
usual sea, She continued to roll and
piteh for pome time. Upon arrival at
Antofagasta Captain Oma found that
| ihe wireless tower had toppled over.
There was no other se lous damage, he
says, and no loss of life. The same
semdition was notiesd at Ban Antenio.

'India Plans to Build
New Merchant Marine

Plans are now bheing developed in
Indin for a nationa! merchant marine
to compete {n the comstwise and over-
seas trade with European lines, se-
cording to recent reports from London,
The movement ls to some extent poll-
tical, and it o # ted that the steps
should Ineluds & bonus to shipbullding
yards and poesible alation te securs
the Indlan constwise trafe, Necessarr
sdjuncts would be previsien for con-
structing docks ‘n; the training .fl

MAMILTON MEXWELL

tude for deviation; logarithma,

At ths tima this phatagraph of the
sx-German piers at  Hoboken was
tnken m number of Shipping Board and
former enemy nships were oceupying
the berths. i"tom left to right ware
the Susquehannes, Agamemnon, Fresi-
dent Grant, Callao, Leviathan, Huron

and other vessels of the Cosmopelitans

and Panamn lines.

The slip to he built for the Leviathan
involves complete destruction of the
partly burned pier baiween !i‘!ﬂ_)\g‘-
memnon aml the President Grant.
Plers & and 8 baving been removed, &
new one 1200 feet long will be 2on-
structed. A 850-foot allp will be
dradged to & uniform depth of forty-
five ?’Dt The herth will then be one
of the largest In the world, eapable of

U. S. Examinations for Officers

- Attacked; New Laws Suggested

Shipping Board Prepares Biggest Berth in New York for Leviathan -

.

At left—Alrplans view of ax-
German piers at Hoboken, where
the Shipping Board s prepar-
luohpmhfwlhm
then when the glant liner s
nllyhropu!llnudlm-
A partially burned pier s to be
removed.

Below—Workmen are seen lear-
ing the Red Star liner Belgen-
land, now being reconditionad
at Belfast for the New York-
Antwerp service next year,

accommodating the higgest ahips afloat
or contemplated. [t Is estimated that
:he work will cost several million dol-
iars.

The Belgenland, 27,000 gross tons, i
now being reconditioned in the ship-
yard of Harland & Wolff for the Red
Star Line. She will enter the New
\'o:k-hmwer? gerviee on April 14, join-
ne the Lapland, Kroonland and Pin-
land. The Belgenland waa used nz a
transpoart withaut superstructure dur-
ing the war. The passenger accommo-
dations now being installed, for 600
first, 600 wecond and 1,600 third class,
represent the only superstructure de-|
| slgned and huilt on & large liner sinee
the war, The wvessel ia triple-screw,
oll-burning, and is 775 feet long.

Master Mariner Says Present Rules Are Moldy With

Age; Examiners Men

Only; Details of Proposed Changes in the Laws

To the Editor:

Kindly sllow ma apace in your dally,
which has done so much to enlighten
our eitizens on the upbuilding of our
mercantile marine and to kecp them

osted on the movementa of our ships
or which we hava paid such a colossal
sum, owing te colllslons, groundings,
fires and axploaions due to ths Incom.
petency of a large number of our mor-
cantile marine officars

I respectfully submit to our leglsla-
tors the fo'lowing alterations In their
exnminations;

An applicant for third mate ta serve
at least three years in the deck de-

| partment of an oeean-going steamer or

sall vessel over 700 gross tons; time
to be counted while on ships, articles
and docpmentary pros! to be given.

The present exsmination in navigation
given by the loesl inapectors ia enough
for third mate, and In addition a verbal
examination of the rule of the road
with modeals; alsa stowage of the dif-
forent kinds of eargo, knotting, splieing

| and any practieal question the sxam-

iner may think 4t

An napplieant for sesond mata to|
| serve four years in the deck. depart-

ment of an ocean-going steam vessel
or substitute Fur steam or sail vessel
over 700 tuns g:oee, the present exam-
ination given by the local inspectors
with the following additional: Ampll-
Same
seamanship as for third mate with the
nddition of tending ship at single and
double anchorn.

An spplieant for first mate to serve
&t least one year us second mate or two
years a3 third mate, holding a second
mate's license on &n  ocean-going
steamer or sall vessel over 700 tons
groas. Must be st lenst fiva years at
sea and nincteen years old. In addi-
tion to the examinntion given by the
local inspectors:
tion of the compans by amplitude and
time azimuth, reduction to the me-
ridian, Sumner's method, and find time
of high watier at & foreign port. Bea-
manship: Tending ship at single and
double anchor, taking In heavy weights,
taking In lower masta, rigging shears,
rigging juryrudder, carrying out an

in practical seamanship,

An applleant for master to serve one | taxpayer to know the amount of dam- | has purehn?'tho Shippin
n o year, left lnst YPAT A8 muate or twa years ss second | age that ls done by Incompetent and | Humaconns and is re
| week to foin the Idle fleet In the James  mate while holding & first mate's li- | Inexperienced sngineers.
hey were in tow of the tugs | cense, and to be at least six years at|

sea in otean-going steam vensels or
anil vessels over T00 tons gross. Same
examination in navigation as given by

lengitude by star and planet; construet
a Napler's eurve for table of devia-
tions, deviation of the compans by star

and planst, Great Cirele sailing, equal |

altitudes and double altitudes, seaman.
ship ng the examiner thinks 'fit.

he chief examiner to be a first class
seaman and navigator, to be paid st
least §7,000 and to be located st Wash.
ington.
sent by Civil Service Commission to
the local boards,

Loeal examiners to be paid at least
$5,000. A failure in navigation, candi-
date to be put back for one week sach
time for three chancen. If he falla
three times, to be put back for three
maaths. A failure in seamanship, ean-
didate to be put back for six montha

A candidate for third mssistant’s
lleense to sorve st least thres years'
apprenticeship to the machinlat trade
in the making or repairing of marine
enginas, along with ons year on osean-
going stesmers over 1, tens groms
upon the watars of any seean.

A eandidate for sscond sssistant’s

To find the devia-|

All navigation papers to be |

With Inland Experience

| licenss to merve as third asalistant hr!
at

nusistant's
tons gross upon the waters
gcean,

A candidata for firet snalatant's M-
canse to serve ms second mesistant for
one year or two yoars as third asaist- |
ant while holding a second assistant’s
iieenss on yeassls over 1,000 tons groas |
upon the waters of any ocean. |

A eandidate for a chief enginser's |
licenne, to serve as first assiatant for
nt least one year or two years as sec- |
and assistant while holding & firat as-
eintant's lleense on vessels over 1,000 |
tons upon the waters of any ocean.

The present method of giving
lieenses for ocean-going vessels of un- |
limitad tonnage to candidstes whe |
have served on inland vessels only to
ba nholished and to he restricted to the
routes for which thelr service entitles|
hem

The time service to count while on|
the wessels, articles to be shown by
Hoehinrge or lotters of recommendation |
from master and ehlef engineer or |
from reeords of owners or managera.,

Thers are men et present holding |
chief engineers’ licenses who have |
never served time In any eapacity on |
an necean-going vesaal. hey were al-
lowed to get away with time served on |
tughaats and small inland passenger
boats, Unfortunately, the men who ex-
aniine them are practieally inland men
oft the east const, and naturally want
to elevate thelr own kind to prominent
penitions om ocean-golng veasels, Some
of thess men examine our Iargest
ocenn-roing passenger steamers and
have never served an hour aboard any
of them In any capacity, while the
seenn-going men, who have experience
on this class of vessel, may be sent to
oxamine u emall motor bont“or n canal
bont,

This s eansed by our Inexperienced
supervising and local inspectors. The
officers who hold those positions
should be promoted on thelr superior

license on vesseln over 1,000 |
of any |

t

Lknowledee in ahipbuilding, engineerin
and navigation instead of politieal pull. |
Then we would have the right men to!
look after our mercantile marine, u-|
| amine our officers and bring up llll

| anchor, ship sshore, and such verbal | personnel to equal sny In the world,
questions as the examiner thinks fit | and save our taxpsyers milllons of | elses, on Puget Bound, The Cary Davis

dollars. It would appall the ordinary|

The present examination gquestions
in all our ports are blus meoldy with
;f . They are %Xnown In all the en-
| pineering sehools, and when » candidate |

| the loeal inspectors, and in addition: | falls he copies the sum and takes it | after, and it
Latitude and longitude by the moon, | down to the sehool and brings it back,| Sound tug boat owners will send a fleet

done to perfection, the mext morning.
If- the examination papers came from
a hoard of practieal examiners, in/
Washington, this could not be done.
Give a eandidate one chance to find his,
mistake. 1f he cannot find it, put him |
buck for one week st a time. If he
eannot pass the third time, put him
bark for three months,

The oral examinations to be left te
the leeal Inspectors, who should be
oceaa-ning men of practieal experi-
ence for that class Jm..:. A can-
didate whe fall* in this examination
to be put baek for six menths. The
iocal examiner of engineers to be paid
at least 35,000 a year,

1 would like to call the sttention of
our steamship owners and
that a first class man shonld
class pay and they weuld find him
choaper in the end and It would be an
encouragement to Intalligent Americans
to man our ships and becoms Indepen-
dent of the ltm&iun.

STER MARINER

New York Clty, Des. 1.

be n.
| tiating for anether larger mnn-ﬂ:ﬁ'l:

Tget first b

note that, though these

Europe’s Three
Foremost Ports
In Keen Contest

Hamburg and Rotterdam Re-
gain Pre-War Positions;
Antwerp Drops Behind:
Canal Competition Factor

By Wirelass te Tha Tridude
Copyright, 1928, New Yerk Tribuns Inn, {
BERLIN, Dec. 24—The shipping |

world s watching with Interest the
rivalry between Hamburg, Antwerp
and Retterdam, the three leadin,
ports of northwestern Europe. whic
since the end of the war has been re-
sumed with ald-time zeal. Figures for
the first half of 1922 show that Rot- |

!

| tardam and Hamburg have resched | eratirg forcs of any mercantile marine

their pre-war records, while Antwerp |
is lagging behind. +

Rotterdam thus remains as the keen- |
est competitor of Hamburg because |
of the advantage of the Rhine outlet, |

loast one year whiie holding a third [ over which a great part of west Ger- | tage over the shipping man—he never

man trade is earried. The walue of
the Rhine ta Rotterdam Is shown by
the fact that in 1912-1013 52 per cent |
of the goods arriving in Rotterdam |
from western Germany rea'ly con- |
gisted of poods consigned f-r .r’:?
ment back inio Germany. Thia trade
wan at a standstill during the war,
but Rotterdam has now recovered 24
per cent of It, eapecially the ore which
the great German foundries are im-
porting from Canada,

The greatest loss suffered by Rot-
terdam during the war was In coal |
shipments, Duteh ships which returned |
to Holland with Ruhr eoal after bring- |
ing goods down the Rhine baing virtu: |
ally eliminated. It is & question, how-
ever, whether Hnmhur‘ will ba able to!
krep first place. For the moment it has |
the advantage of cheapness, while the
German wovernment’s rallroad rate
polley In Intended to help Hamburg
overcome tha advantage of Rotterdam
InRhine eommunlcations. The future
of thia rivalry depends vpon the de-
velopment of German exchange, for
the more the mark !marmu the great-
er will be trade b otterdam,

The heaviest blow by Hamburg
agninst Rotterdam will come with the
completion of the Hansa Canal, which
will divert a large part of the Rotter-
dam transit trade, especially coal and
orn, directly to Germany In a preater
degres than {s poasible through the
Dortmund-Ems Canal, due to the bet-
ter strategle loestion of the proposed
new  waterway. he Rhine-Scheldt
Canal provided for in the Versailles
Treaty, It In believed in both German
and Duoteh elreles, will never he bullt,
due, first, to the lack of capltal In Bel-
glum and, second, to the extreme
doubt of its abllity to compete agminst
the direet Rhine routs.

Tugboat War Threatens
On the Pacifiec Coast

SAN FRANCISUO, Dec. 24.—~Warfare
hatween the tugheat’ companies of
Puget Sound and San Franclsco looms
as the rvesult of the operation of the
Red Stack tug Seamonarch, of San Fran.

Tug and Ba Company, of Seattls,
Board tug

ried to

tug. The Humaconna arrived here lnst
week for bunkers and in due at Seattle

this week. The fight s ted to
begin on Pufot Sound lhnrtﬁr there-
» asserted that the Puget

of tugs to Ban Franciseo to compete
with the Red Stack Tug Company.

Becaune of the “holiday tone™ rn tha
charter business, the only active mar-
ket from the Pacific Coast {s that of
Augtralian lumber, European wheat
has weakened fast and 356 shilling (s
quotad for s parcel,

Effarts are being revived for the in-
suguration of a direct service from Ben
Franclaco ta Pa Tahitl, The
California-Tahiti Btesmship Company,
organized early this year, (s negotiat-
ing for the ¢ er of the motorship
Mazatlan, A move to chartar the Brit.
Ish liner Nile for this trade s fow
months ago failed

The Asscciated Tarminal Company,
oprrators of extensive wharf and ware-

ouss properties at this pert, Stockton
and nto, has been reorganized
with J. Lealis Barneson, vico-prealdent

of General
rootgent . Beots oy e
i::“ Steamship

s-Oceanic Company, s ::. ”“.‘

vise-president and

| should be compelled to carry farm

102 Foreign but No U. S. Shipy|
In Grain Trade During Mopg

Need for Amterican Cargo Carriers Advanced by g
gert as Argument for Subsidy; Replies 1o 8‘
ment of Senator Walsh on Pending M"h

the rallronds, In pasalp

!It out of some other
| eommun

The predominance of foreign ship- 'mhﬁ.‘
ping In the export commeres of the coun- g Membary P
try In {llustrated In the rocords of the r.“',h'_r'mt;:n't‘:n]l l&lt.‘
grain eharter market for the month | ought to loan the ,.;m;-.“,m"
ended November 15, showing 102 allen | he wants and buy al) thy farm —
and ne United Etates veanels mr:l:.-.-l ‘1‘;_1“.':'{". Py

e peafarer wondery oy
pating In that traffie, according to 8| that way! If only ek they
statement by John L. Bogert, & mem. | (rlends would reallisy m"‘”‘ “';ll‘
ber of the Soclety of Naval Architects | ;L:.'::"‘:l;’:l.'tum o
and Marine Engineers, to Senater | otV ._::‘“}Iw“:uld be
David 1. Walsh, of Massachunetts, | farmer's "Ed 'H“‘ll
Amariean ships eannot be expected to gross are trying thejs hu:.
succeed In this or other transoceanie | the symputhiss of o) e al
routes without government intance, who try g
Mr. Bogert says. His analy of the |

make & living sut of

Mutual “"‘“’"mnim:.h-m -
graln trafic was prepared ss an an- m
swer to the follovlng admission from

thy and mutual bel
Benat Walsh that he was undecided ;hahfr“,.,:“ ['I'T“l-l’ u?.l .Il:l.!:n...
nater Wals ot a laat a
in voting on the subsidy htll:” A _ﬁ___;'!"_":‘__h!‘i“u(
“l find a Very atrong sentiment in -
Congress for tha development of & A"lﬂtorﬂhlp Com t, 2

strong and efficient merchant marine,

but there seems to be a great deal u{

opposition to the submidy principle,

rupnm admit that that pLau of the ‘an"’"‘:’;’ l:mnil than stesmship 1o

subject is giving me much trouhle lrrordia'::. In Sweden lagt Ares
1921 from “5‘“'. ng for

You may be assured, however, that thi:
whole measurs (s b-ln’» given my most o o" g thelm
alghtens stes; "P?ﬂin Inelnded

eareful eona!d-nt’lnfn.' o "
Referring to Information on ° h
grain eharter market for November, 8% E':;'ﬂ':: :m.""l of 18
given in “The Marine Newes,” Mr. Bo- | " 5. 7 Taasaly
EeT sAyM) merchant marine
Amarican Bhips 1dle vessels of 909,000
These data relate to 101 steamers and | lonsen on seesunt
one motorship, to all shipping ports in | tions and transfers ta
North Americs, and to the slze and ra- | the Swedish merchant
tionality of each of the shi You will ereased by one 'h'.! In
aln shipmenta tonnage was reduced by
were made by ships flying the riun of | government permissle
ten different nations, you look in vain | ish eteamsbips wars sold

,
In .y

i

£

nat
of

E
4

2
x
F

§#

i

H

for the name of any United States ves- | loss to the Swedish marchant marize of
sel. Forty-slx British steamers par-| 82.060 tons. During the yur twesty.
ticipated, thirtesn Italian, eloven Nor- | nix rnotnuh_:‘;_ll, aggregati 1080 haag,
wegian, ten Japaness and nine Swedish. and twoe salling vetsels, of L3 tagy
This country produces mora grain than were likewine 20ld to G y

any other country In the world, but Swedish ship 1 a
sven when we have nearly 1,000 f| the early months of 1

stesl carge ahips Idly swinging at their orders, but teward the ¢

anchors, we get not one aingle eargo
out of 102. s 1t not deplorabla?

“This is s eondition, not a theory. | cmployecs

You have recently hesrd some Sens.|duced t E

tars In Congress advocating govern- per cent. IJua:ln the year

ment operated ships. Well, the Ship- Swedish shiphullders » s
ping Board has the ships, and ne one Stats Shiphullding Loan Lot Joase,
questions {ta power to charter them- but as only 2. 0.?:.'".- crowna |
at any price it sees fit. If half of stood to the credit of that '™
these cargoes had been carried In impossible to comp i 1
United States vessels about 2,000 mn- | mounting ts 25 crowm
rine engineers and other seafurers| 7T85.818). The nds on hand wmn
would have been given a chance tol|finally apportioned among eleven il
earn a living. The taxpayer (s also in-| APplicants

- e ————

tarested. A ship deteriorates at anchor|
more rapidly even tham when in serv-|
fee. Thess idla ships are rolling up |
huge yearly defielt. 1f we take the|
Shipping Board figure of 130 a 4. w.
ton value for 10,000,000 d. w. tons of
ships, even neglecting the cost of tak-

Danish Shipping Shew
A Marked Improvema

The Danish Steamship Owners’ b
pocintion announces thet a3 presen

Ing care of this large fleet, there Is| practically 5o steamen ape ida
certainly a loss of from 10 to 12 per|Freight conditions are Ime favorabh
cent every idle year to cover Interost| for sailing vessels, and & number ¢
and depreciation, | these are laid up. The faet that gk

| most the entire merchant marize i
employsd 1o sald te reflect the marial
improvement in eonditions, and B
ventiment ls supported by renswed @
tivity in Danish shipyards.

The Vendita Sunmlh‘.&j 61
owning eix steamars of 2,400 tons
has recent!y ordered five more
thres of 2000 tors each and t9
4,000 tons, to be bullt in Danisk

Burmelster & Wain have #
an order for the construction o 4
motor lner, 228 fest én lengus, ﬁ::

ornholm Steamabhip Company.

R.' "!-..\.'“ | pu:l'ltg for un W&
ton, three-mastad Diesel moter
{or E. F. Hutton, a New York

Mussolini Ta.k('s Steps l,—l
Assist Italian Shippit

One of the fArst ¥ of
Mussolini sfter uul'l'c.:ln‘ e
| elsti gpovernment, acording [ ]
TeROTIS, WA rreaie & MIM

for the marchant marine and W
t under the re noof #

i : be
Secrciary of the Navy, Syzel Che
The appointment of this .‘.'
garded in Italy as an ind o
strong polley for the asrintande
shipping.

The new body has been {ratraceed b
make a thoreugh sccdy of the maris
situation with a view l.o:‘h:’n;“

casures may be noee
the fleet, which |5 now undengeiegs
period of drnromon__'__-___-

8Stop Government Waste

“Ten million tons at $I0 a ton comes |
toe a book value of. §800,000,000. Ten
er cent of that (s $30,000000. Which
r. better, offer inducements to private
eapital to take these ahips off the gov-
ernment's hands and thereby furniszh
work for somas thousands of men from
whose ranks must be recryited the op-

we ever hope to have or continue to
wasta in interest and depreclation at
least $30,000000 a year heside upkesp
coets and Shipping Board bureau costa?

“The farmer has one great advan-

needs to starvk, He ean always ralse
snough food to feed himaelf and fam-
ily. The cost of fertilizer, need and
transportation may make farming as a |
business unprofitable; nevertheless ,he |
and his can and do live off thy land
when business has gone to ths doga
Farmers Inconsistent

“The shipping man is in & much|
worse plight. When ships are put out
of commission ‘Othello’s oceupation’s
one.,’ He simply can walk the atreets
ooking for some other kind of work.
I know you mre not of those who are
frightened by names. To the farmer
it Is all right for the government to
srend milllons on irrigation dama and
good roads. That fsn't a subsidy te
the farmer. Oh, nol Also it 1s no
more than right that the railroads

produce at specially low rates, even if

Steamship Rates From U. S. North Atlantic Ports#
Principal Ports of the World :

The follgwing table, furnished h{ Caldwell & Co. gives averap
rates charged by steamahip lines, They are subject to confirmation
{nstance, Rates per 100 pounds unlesa specified:

Heavy

To grain. Floar. Sugar. Stesl.
Alexandris ....... 20 A0 '$7.00 $500
Amaterdam . 18 A0 20 1340
Antwerp . a4 20 20 3.60
Australasia ... - —_ 125.00 *1.50
Belfast ........... *8/- 22 25 ‘1.00

BOTEON .....oeoans a1 42 25 g
Bombay .....ocvee — *15.00 2.00 t10.00
Bromen .c..oo00s sul 19 2 *6.50
Buenos Ayres .... — -- “1.00 8.00
Calenttm ,.....ouvs - *15.00 *9.00 110.00
Cape Town ....... — ‘1500 118.00 ‘5.0
Cardiff .........,. ¥/ A0 9% .00
Christianis ....... .17 22 2 1.0
China Ports ..... P — Open 100
Colombo .......... =—  *15.00 *9.00 1000
Constantinople ... .22 40 *7.00 e
Copenhagen .. ... a7 g3 40 .I‘“

Cork .iiaviisanins W/ 22 20 I
DANEIE oivevrnsas 20 30 K ‘"0
DubMn oiviiiiines X8/s 22 25 .0
Prench Atlantle .. .18 20 2 by
French Med ...... A9 25 *5.25 ae
Gonom ....v... o 4B 30 *5.26 ot
Glasgow .......... /. A9 20 1.90
Gothenburg ,...... A7 22 A0 1.0
Hamburg ......... .18 A9 2 8.0
Helsingfors ...... et 2 26 28 .00
| R 7 18 20 +1.80
Japan ports ...... = = Open 1800
Java ports ........ — - *10.00 t10.00
TR 1 8 A9 20 *7.00
1 .- 7.00




